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v IRON MAN REIGNS
s TONY STARK WAS BOX OFFICE CHAMP over the weekend.
o) “Iron Man 2." the sequel starring Robert Downey Jr. as the gadget-
e happy billionaire superhero, earned $133.6 million domestically.

Farm living - in the apartment

BY KRISTEN V. BROWN it fit nicely with today’s sus- URBAN FARMING
Special to amNewYork tainable food ethos.
In October 2008, Mandell Whad's lnydrogonic farming?
Most New Yorkers relish  founded Boswyck Farms T":ﬂ"’w‘:""““"""r“"'
their closet space, but in  with no real plan, other than meteed otz

Lee Mandell's Bushwick loft,

seedlings are crowding out
slacks.

Welcome to Bosw-
yck Farms, Mandell's
research lab and
urban farmstead,
where his room-
mates_include
rows of lettuce and

Mandell's
passion-turned-busi- %
ness covers nearly
every squ .

In ¢

, hydropon-

s replace er for
soil in the cultivation of
plants. Its potential to

yield high-quality crops in
kes

tight urban spaces mal

tea
ﬁ about biology through
hydroponics.

to somehow make a living
growing hydroponic plants
and teaching others to do
the same.
*Who would have
thought I'd come
to New York to L
come a farmer?
Mandell said
Mandell in-
stalls hydroponic
ms for other
and teaches work-
shops. At PS.
the West Village
hes fourth-grad

Among Boswyck's
clientele is Roberta's, the
Bushwick pizzeria where

Lee Mandell uses hydropanics to graw vegetables at Boswyck
Farms, which he runs in his Bushwick loft.

he knew this was what he

How long has it been used?
For thousands of years,
dating to the ancient Greeks.

‘What's a major advantage?
It requires less space than
regular farming, making it
ideal for urban settings.

How do | learn more about

Farms
Visit boswyckfarms.org, or
call 617-666-8486

is life.

wanted to do with his
“It was a midlife crisis of
sorts. | knew [ didn't want

i
Mandell said. ‘I thought my
friends would say I was nuts,
but everyone thought it was
a good idea, so | went fo




